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Universal Freedom and its Impact on the Individual and Society in Nassif
Nassar's Project
Assistant Professor Dr. Muhannad Ali Na'ma Ibrahim
University of Babylon / College of Islamic Sciences
Research Summary:

Nassar established the foundation for universal freedom based on the rational
understanding that humankind is capable of choice. He believed that universality
does not entail imposing a specific cultural model or a pre-established value system
on any given society. Rather, for him, universal freedom seeks to build a
philosophical foundation that allows for communication between cultures. Nassar
believed that intellectual advancement requires a rational framework, beginning with
freedom and culminating in the civilization of society. He emphasized that the
importance of thought lies in serving society and guaranteeing its rights and future.
Universal freedom is inextricably linked to history, as it can only be realized as a
historical project that is never closed but always open, progressing and continuing
through struggle against all forms of injustice, oppression, deprivation, and
alienation, whether political, social, or even economic. Freedom is a responsibility;
a free person is one who is well aware of the conditions and limits of their actions
and bears the consequences, whether individual or societal. Thus, universal freedom
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is founded on ethics and makes commitment and recognition of others a necessary
condition for its continuation. He emphasized that freedom is not an inheritance from
Western civilization, but rather a concept rooted in Arab civilization. Therefore,
Nassar called for adopting liberalism as a system for life and work, but not through
blind imitation, rather by developing, adapting, and defining it to suit our
civilizational, cultural, and social heritage. For him, universal freedom represents a
theoretical tool for addressing the problems of modernity, democracy, and human
rights in the Arab context, starting from the needs and historical conditions of this
context, not as ready-made prescriptions borrowed from other experiences.
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