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Mohammed Farah Aidid and his Political and military role
in Somalia until 1996
Asst. Noor Abdl Husan Khadem
College of Basic Education / University of Babylon
Abstract :

This research examines the political and military career of Mohamed Farah Aidid, one of
the most prominent figures in contemporary Somali history. From his upbringing in a nomad-
ic environment within the Hawiye clan in 1934, through his educational and military training
both domestically and abroad, to his crucial role in the overthrow of Mohamed Siad Barre’s
regime in 1991, the study focuses on the period from 1989 to 1996. During this time, he as-
sumed leadership of the United Somali Congress Front, spearheaded confrontations against
the regime and later against his internal rivals, and engaged in direct clashes with interna-
tional forces, including those of the United Nations and the United States. In the midst of this
struggle, he declared himself president of the republic in 1995, before his death in August
1996. Therefore, this research seeks to analyze Aidid’s personality within its political and so-
cial context, by examining his key milestones: his upbringing and development, his military
career, his experience in prison, his diplomatic work, and his leadership in the civil war. The
aim is to present a comprehensive portrait of a controversial leader who combined the roles
of national hero and warlord, the vision of a unified state with the reality of division, thus
reflecting the complexities of the Somali experience itself.

Keywords: Mohamed Farah Aidid, Somalia, Civil War, Somali National Congress.
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