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Commerce and Trade Routes in the Umayyad State

and Their Impact on the Flourishing of the Islamic Economy
Researcher: Ghafel Jassim Hamza / Assistant Lecturer

Ministry of Education / Department of Academic Promotions
Abstract :

This study examines trade and trade routes in the Umayyad Caliphate and their
impact on the prosperity of the Islamic economy. It highlights the nature of internal
and external trade, the types of goods exchanged, and major commercial centers
such as Damascus, Basra, Kufa, and Cordoba, in addition to the land and maritime
routes connecting East, West, North, and South.

The research also emphasizes the role of trade in enhancing the state’s financial
resources, supporting military campaigns, stimulating urban development, and fos-
tering a wealthy merchant class that influenced social and cultural life.

The results indicate that trade was not merely an economic activity, but a fun-
damental pillar in building a strong and stable economy in the Umayyad period,
contributing to strengthening state authority and elevating its regional and interna-
tional position.

Keywords: Umayyad Caliphate — Trade — Trade Routes — Islamic Economy —
Commercial Cities — Conquests .
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