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Lebanese-French economic and cultural relations
1860-1914 ( Historical Study )

Toga Muayyad Fadhil M . D
tuga.m.fadhel@aliraqia.edu.iq

Abstract:

Lebanon attracted French interest as one of the principal regions of Greater Syr-
ia, particularly due to the strategic importance of the ports of Beirut and Tripoli in
expanding French influence. Consequently, France intensified its efforts to establish
economic relations with Lebanon during the period (1860—1914) through the estab-
lishment of numerous factories, the conclusion of agreements, and the acquisition of
economic concessions. The French presence contributed to stimulating economic ac-
tivity and promoting the development of various economic sectors in both countries.

On the cultural level, France regarded religious missionary activities as one of
the key instruments for disseminating its ideas and culture. These missions played a
significant role in transferring French cultural values and left a profound impact on
Lebanese society, contributing to the shaping of its scientific and cultural renaissance
until the outbreak of the First World War in 1914.

Keywords: Lebanese—French relations, economic relations, agreements, cultural
relations, missionary activities.
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