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Abstract:

Turkish—Syrian relations are among the most volatile and complex in the Middle East,
shaped by intertwined historical, geopolitical, security, and economic factors. During the
1980s and 1990s, tensions prevailed due to disputes over the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), water resources, and the Hatay (Iskenderun) issue. A significant turning point
came with the signing of the 1998 Adana Agreement, which paved the way for a peri-
od of cooperation and rapprochement, particularly during the first decade of the 2000s
under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan ,However, the outbreak of the Syrian
crisis in 2011 led to a breakdown in relations, resulting in political rupture and security
confrontation, accompanied by Turkish military interventions in northern Syria and the
growing refugee issue. Since 2021, shifting regional dynamics have prompted renewed
communication efforts, reflecting the dynamic and interest-driven nature of Turkish—Syr-
ian relations, primarily shaped by national security considerations and strategic interests.

Keywords:Turkish—Syrian relations,Adana Agreement (1998), Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK),Syrian crisis (2011),National security, Regional ,rapprochement.
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