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Abstract :

This study examines the mechanism of power transfer in Iraq during the Mamluk rule (1750—
1831), considering it a key issue in understanding the political and administrative structure of
the province in that period. The Mamluk political system was characterized by the absence of
institutional succession and the instability of appointment and dismissal procedures, which made
the transfer of power largely dependent on complex balances between local forces, military
elites, and the Ottoman central authority. In most cases, authority was imposed as a fait accom-
pli and later legitimized through an Ottoman firman. The study adopts a comparative analytical
approach based on the writings of the local historian Rasul Hawi al-Karkukli and the British
historian Stephen Hemsley Longrigg, highlighting their different perspectives on legitimacy,
local agency, and the role of the Ottoman center. The study concludes that the transfer of power
in Mamluk Iraq was not merely an administrative process, but rather the outcome of continuous
interaction between local realities and imperial legitimacy, reflecting both the fragility of Otto-
man central authority and the rise of local elites as key political actors.

Keywords: Transfer of Power, Mamluk Rule, Iraq, Al-Karkukli, Longrigg, Ottoman Fir-

mans.
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