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The Mission Of General Robert E. Huyser in Iran in 1979”

Marwa Rasool Rahim /// College Of Basic Education / University Of Babylon
Abstract :

General Robert Huyser’s mission to Iran in 1979 was one of the most significant covert Ameri-
can actions during the Iranian Revolution, and it sparked much controversy and speculation. In late
1978, Iran was experiencing a major political crisis due to the escalating revolution led by Khomeini
from his exile in France against the rule of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. Protests were sweeping
the country, and the army’s loyalty was beginning to waver. The United States secretly dispatched
General Huyser to Tehran on January 4, 1979. The main objectives of his mission were:

1. Prevent a potential communist coup in Iran..

2. Ensure the loyalty of the Iranian military and prevent it from launching a coup against the
Shah.

3. Prepare for a peaceful transfer of power if the Shah were forced to leave.

4. Ensure that the military did not collapse completely and remained capable of controlling the
situation.

5. Try to communicate with the leaders of the revolution or at least understand their position.

General Huyser met with Iranian military commanders and senior security officials, urging them
to support a transitional civilian government, then led by Shapour Bakhtiar. He attempted to build
a bridge between the military and the civilian government to avoid chaos. However, his mission to
maintain order failed, and the Shah left Iran on January 16, 1979, Imam Khomeini returned to Iran
on February 1, and the army collapsed morally and began to declare neutrality, then disintegrate. On
February 11, the Shah’s regime fell completely.

Keywords: Robert Heyser, Iran, Mohammad Reza Shah, United States of America, Islamic
Revolution .
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