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Abstract :

Agricultural production constituted one of the principal pillars and the backbone of the Iraqi
economy during the period 1920-1926, as the overwhelming majority of the population de-
pended upon it for their livelihood. It also formed the foundation of state revenues and national
income and served as Iraq’s primary source of export earnings.

The agricultural sector faced numerous challenges stemming from the legacy of Ottoman
rule prior to 1920, challenges that were further reinforced under the British Mandate and during
the formative years of the modern Iraqi state. The Iraqi governments of the monarchical era were
unable to implement substantial agrarian reforms, largely because large landowners and feudal
elites constituted the dominant majority within the Iraqi Parliament.

As a result, their interests received priority, allowing feudal relations to dominate agricultur-
al practices and land tenure arrangements. This situation contributed to a decline in agricultural
productivity among peasants, adversely affecting farmers’ incomes and the Iraqi economy by
weakening export performance. The complexity of landholding structures further exacerbated
agricultural stagnation, while epidemics, disputes, natural disasters, and wars continued to un-
dermine agricultural development and, consequently, the national economy.

Britain exploited these crises to integrate Iraq more closely into the global capitalist econo-
my. In doing so, it expanded the circle of beneficiaries among selected segments of Iraqi society
through the granting of special privileges and concessions.

Keywords: Agricultural Production; Iraqi Economy; British Mandate; Agrarian Relations
and Feudalism; Agricultural Crops.
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