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The Historian Ibn Arabshah al-Dimashqi (791-854 AH / 1388—-1450 AD):
A Study of His Biography and Works
Dr. Najlaa Mohamed Mahmoud Abbas
Abstract :

The research entitled “The Historian Ibn Arabshah al-Dimashqi (791-854 AH / 13881450 AD): A
Study of His Biography and Works” examines the life and intellectual heritage of this prominent figure. The
study explores his biography, including his lineage, birth, and the key administrative and scholarly positions
he held. It traces his extensive travels, which encompassed Transoxiana (including Khitai), Khwarazm, the
Dasht-i Qipchaq (the Kipchak Steppe), and the Crimean Peninsula, followed by his return to the Levant
(Bilad al-Sham) and his eventual settlement in Cairo, where he passed away, The research further delves into
his upbringing and scholarly journeys, highlighting his profound pursuit of knowledge under the tutelage
of eminent sheikhs in the various regions where he resided. It details his diverse professional roles, ranging
from teaching children to serving in the Chancery (Diwan al-Insha) of the Ottoman Court, where he was
tasked with drafting diplomatic correspondence to governors and providing translation services, owing to
his mastery of Persian, Turkish, and Mongolian, in addition to Arabic, Furthermore, the paper charts his ac-
ademic progression, from his early education in various arts and sciences to his intellectual maturity and the
subsequent period of prolific output. His works spanned Sharia sciences, Arabic linguistics, and literature,
most notably his seminal historical work, “Aja'ib al-Maqdur fi Nawa'ib Timur” (The Wonders of Destiny in
the Calamities of Timur). This book serves as the focal point of this study, as it chronicles the life of Tamer-
lane from birth to death, as well as the reigns of his successors. The research also analyzes Ibn Arabshah’s
stylistic approach, historiographical methodology, and the primary sources utilized in this work. Additional-
ly, it surveys his other authored manuscripts and printed editions cited by historians, such as “Sirat al-Malik
al-Zahir Barquq” and “Fakihat al-Khulafa' wa Mufakahat al-Zurafa", concluding with an overview of the
scholarly appraisals and testimonies given by historians regarding his legacy.

Keywords: The Historian, Ibn Arabshah, Biography, Works, History.
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