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Abstract

This study examined the impact of sports diplomacy on organizing sports festivals in Basra
Governorate, using the 25th Arabian Gulf Cup (Gulf 25) as a case study. Sports diplomacy is
considered a tool of soft power that contributes to strengthening regional and international
relations, improving the image of nations, and supporting local economic and cultural

development.

The researchers adopted the descriptive analytical method using a survey approach. A
purposive sample of 50 participants was selected, including officials from Basra Governorate,
the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Iragi Football Association, the Iraqi Olympic Committee,
media representatives, goodwill ambassadors, and former football players, in order to collect

accurate data regarding the economic and cultural impact of the tournament.

The results showed that sports diplomacy contributed significantly to the success of Gulf 25 at
the sporting, economic, cultural, political, and social levels. It helped stimulate local economic

activity, strengthen cultural identity, support Gulf—Iraqg relations, and improve Iraq’s international
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image. The study concluded that investing in sports diplomacy in major events is an effective
means of achieving sports and social development and enhances Basra’s capacity to host

future regional and international sports festivals.

Keywords: Sports Diplomacy, Sports Festivals, Gulf Cup 25, Basra Governorate, Soft Power.
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