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Abstract

The study seeks to highlightthe scholarly and intellectual
achievements of Basrah School. Abu Uthman Amr bin
Bahr al-Jahiz (died in 255 of Hijra) represents a remarkable
Basrah figure who ushered a significant turning pointin the
history of Arabic thought. He laid the groundwork for the
shift from grammar to rhetoric, and also from normative
linguistic discipline to pragmatic flexibility. The study
primarily aims at re-reading al-Jahiz rhetorical principles in
the light of modern theories of pragmatic interpretation.
Unlike scholars such as Sibawayh and al-Mubarred, who
practiced interpretation within the confines of grammatical
rules, al-Jahiz expanded the scope of interpretation to
include contextual factors, the speaker's intentions, the
nature of discourse and communicative acts. The study
is based on a comparative analytical approach that
juxtaposes al-Jahiz interpretive framework with modern

pragmatic theories. The study is divided into three sections
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N 2 & - & A
Y Y0 Ol — L galS Ogreally gl p3g 39 ol g AT 3150330




and a conclusion. Al-Jahiz insights on discourse, context,

and intentions remain foundational to what is termed as

pragmatic interpretation.
Key Words: Interpretation; al-Jahiz; Normative Discipline;
Rhetorical Flexibility; Pragmatics.
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