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Abstract
This research presents a study and critical edition of the issue of kharaj (land tax) as discussed
in the book Rub * al-Ifadat fi Rub * al- ‘Ibadat by Imam ‘Abd al-Ghani ibn Isma‘1l al-Nabulsi
(d. 1143 AH), one of the prominent scholars of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence and
Sufism. The study aims to highlight the scholarly value of this juristic text through its
verification based on manuscript copies and to clarify the precise juristic issues it contains
regarding the rulings of kharaj in Islamic jurisprudence.
The study discusses the concept of kharaj and its historical and juristic origins, explaining that
the kharaj system existed before Islam and was later approved and regulated by Islam within a
legal framework governing the relationship between the state and lands conquered either by
force or through treaty. It also examines the different types of kharaj lands, the rulings related
to the imposition of kharaj on them, and the distinction between kharaj and ‘ushr (tithe). In
addition, the study clarifies the legal implications of land ownership transfer between
Muslims and non-Muslims and its effect on the ruling of kharaj.
The research further highlights the division of kharaj into two main types: Kharaj al-Wazifah
(fixed land tax) and Kharaj al-Muqgasamah (proportional tax), explaining the amount and legal
rulings related to each type based on the opinions of Hanafi jurists and the authoritative
juristic sources.
The importance of this study lies in reviving a valuable manuscript text and highlighting the
scholarly aspects of the jurisprudence of kharaj, which contributes to a deeper understanding
of the financial system in Islamic jurisprudence and helps connect contemporary juristic
studies with their classical scholarly heritage.
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