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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon our

Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.

It is well-known that Imam al-Hafiz Ahmad ibn Abdullah ibn Salih
ibn Muslim al-Ajli was one of the early imams of biographical
evaluation (al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil). He was born in 181 AH and died in
261 AH. He had extensive experience in the knowledge of narrators
and authored a book on biographical evaluation entitled "Knowing the
Reliable Men of the Scholars of Hadith and the Weak, and Mentioning
Their Schools of Thought and Narrations." The reason | chose this
research topic is that, while reading his book, | found that Imam Abu
al-Hasan al-Ajli used the phrase "permissible hadith" when
describing and critiquing some narrators. This prompted me to ask
why he used this phrase, so | wanted to conduct a study to

understand his intended meaning.

The importance of this study lies in understanding the meaning
behind this phrase, as it is not among the clear—cut terms used in
biographical evaluation. He was unique in using it, as Imam Abu al-
Hasan al-Ajli was one of the earliest scholars of biographical
evaluation, and many critical judgments regarding the biographies of

narrators are based upon his work. The researcher arrived at the
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most prominent results of this research. Through an examination of
the biographies of the narrators, it became clear that Imam al-Ajli
used the term “permissible hadith” (ja’iz al-hadith) with or without
the terms of criticism and commendation, for thirty—six biographies.
Fourteen of these biographies were devoid of the terms of criticism
and commendation, and | dealt with all of them critically. Twenty-two
biographies were accompanied by the terms of criticism and
commendation, and | did not study them because they were
explained by his criticism, so | placed them in an appendix at the
end of the research. Through the study, it became clear that the
biographies about which al-Hafiz Abu al-Hasan al-Ajli said:
“permissible hadith” means that the narrator is either “weak in
hadith,” or “truthful but makes mistakes,” or “truthful but has
illusions.” This is what | observed from the words of al-Hafiz Ibn
Hajar al-Asgqgalani in his criticism of the narrators under study. This
means that the narrator is at the lowest level of reliability and the
highest level of criticism, or he is as Imam Ahmad said:
“approximate in hadith.” So his hadith is tested, and if it agrees with
the trustworthy ones, then it is “good hadith,” otherwise it is weak

and cannot be used as evidence. And God knows best
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Irshad al-Qasi wa al-Dani ila Targjim Shuytkh al-Tabarani (A Guide to the

Biographies of al-Tabarani’s Teachers), by Abu al-Tayyib Nayif ibn Salah ibn ‘All
al-Manstiri. Foreword by Dr. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Humayd; reviewed, abridged,
and introduced by Abii al-Hasan Mustafa ibn Isma‘ll al-Sulaymant al-Ma’ribi. Dar

al-Kiyan, Riyadh; Maktabat Ibn Taymiyyah, United Arab Emirates.
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lkmal Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma’ al-Rijal (Completion of Tahdhib al-Kamal on the
Names of the Narrators), by Mughultay ibn Qilij ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Bakjar1 al-Misr1 al-
Hikr1 al-Hanafi, Aba ‘Abd Allah, ‘Al3” al-Din (d. 762 AH). Edited by Aba ‘Abd al-
Rahman ‘Adil ibn Muhammad and Abt Muhammad Usamah ibn lbrahim. Al-Faragq
al-Hadithah li al-Tiba‘ah wa al-Nashr, 1st ed., 1422 AH/2001 CE. 12 vols.

Al-Ikmal fI Raf® al-Irtiyab ‘an al-Mu’talif wa al-Mukhtalif fi al-Asm3’ wa al-Kuna wa
al-Ansab (Completion in Removing Doubt Regarding Similar and Variant Names,
Kunyas, and Lineages), by Sa‘d al-Mulk Abt Nasr “Alr ibn Hibat Allah ibn Ja“far ibn
Makila (d. 475 AH). Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1411 AH/1990 CE.

Tarikh Ibn Ma‘in (Narration of al-Duri), by Abu Zakariyya Yahya ibn Ma‘in ibn ‘Awn
ibn Ziyad ibn Bistam al-Murri al-Baghdadi (d. 233 AH). Edited by Dr. Ahmad
Muhammad Nir Sayf. Markaz al-Bahth al-‘llm1i wa lhya’ al-Turath al-Islami,
Mecca, 1st ed., 1399 AH/1979 CE. 4 vols.

Tarikh al-Islam wa Wafayat al-Mashahir wa al-A‘lam (History of Islam and the
Deaths of Eminent Figures), by Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn

Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabr (d. 748 AH). Edited by Dr. Bashshar ‘Awwad
Ma‘raf. Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1st ed., 2003 CE. 15 vols.

Al-Tarikh al-Awsat (Middle History; mistakenly published as al-Tarikh al-Saghir), by
Muhammad ibn Isma7l al-Bukhart (d. 256 AH). Edited by Mahmud lbrahim Zayid. Dar
al-Wa'y; Maktabat Dar al-Turath, Aleppo and Cairo, 1st ed., 1397 AH/1977 CE.

Al-Tarikh al-Kabir (The Major History), by Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-Bukhart (d.
256 AH). D¥’irat al-Ma‘arif al-"Uthmaniyyah, Hyderabad Deccan. Published under

the supervision of Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu‘id Khan. 8 vols.

Tarikh Baghdad (History of Baghdad), by Abt Bakr Ahmad ibn “Al1 ibn Thabit al—
Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 AH). Edited by Dr. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘raf. Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 1st ed., 1422 AH/2002 CE. 16 vols.
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Tagrib al-Tahdhib (Abridgment of Tahdhib al-Tahdhib), by Ahmad ibn Hajar al—
‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH). Edited by Muhammad ‘Awwamah. Dar al-Rashid, Syria, 1st
ed., 1406 AH/1986 CE.

Al-Takmil fi al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil wa Ma‘rifat al-Thiqat wa al-Du‘afa’ wa al-Majahil
(Completion in Narrator Criticism and Accreditation, and the Identification of Reliable,
Weak, and Unknown Narrators), by Abtu al-Fida’ Isma‘l ibn ‘Umar Ibn Kathir (d.
774 AH). Edited by Dr. Shadi ibn Muhammad ibn Salim Al Nu‘man. Markaz al-
Nu‘man for Islamic Research, Heritage Verification and Translation, Yemen, 1st ed.,
1432 AH/2011 CE. 4 vols.

Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, by Ahmad ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH). Dar al-Fikr for

Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 1st ed., 1404 AH/1984 CE.

Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma” al-Rijal, by Yasuf ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mizzi (d. 742
AH). Edited by Dr. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘raf. Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut, 1st ed.,
1400 AH/1980 CE. 35 vols.

Al-Thigat (The Reliable Narrators), by Muhammad ibn Hibban al-Busti (d. 354 AH).
Published with the support of the Ministry of Education of the Government of India
under the supervision of Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu‘id Khan, D3’irat al-Ma“arif al—-
‘Uthmaniyyah, Hyderabad Deccan, India, 1st ed., 1393 AH/1973 CE. 9 vols.

Al-Jami* f al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil (The Comprehensive Collection on Narrator
Criticism and Accreditation): [Containing the statements of al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-
‘Ijli, Abti Zur‘ah al-Razi, Abt Dawid, Ya‘qub al-Fasawi, Aba Hatim al-Razi, al-

Tirmidhi, Abti Zur‘ah al-Dimashqi, al-Nas3a’1, al-Bazzar, and al-Daraqutni].

Compiled and arranged by al-Sayyid Abti al-Ma‘at1 al-Ntir1, Hasan ‘Abd al-Mun‘im
Shalabi, Ahmad ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Id, Mahmud Muhammad Khalil al-Sa‘idi, Dr.
Muhammad Mahdi al-Muslimi, Ayman Ibrahim al-Zamil1, and lIbrahim Muhammad
al-Nar1. ‘Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st ed., 1412 AH/1992 CE.
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Al-Jami® li-“Ulam al-Imam Ahmad (The Comprehensive Collection of the Sciences
of Imam Ahmad), by Abii ‘Abd Allah Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal (d. 241
AH). Dar al-Falah for Scientific Research and Heritage Verification, Fayoum, Egypt,
Ist ed., 1430 AH/2009 CE. 22 vols. (the last volume consists of indexes).

Al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘d1l (Narrator Criticism and Accreditation), by Aba Muhammad “Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abt Hatim al-Razi (d. 327 AH). Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah
Press, Hyderabad Deccan, India; Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1371
AH/1952 CE.

Diwan al-Du‘afa’ wa al-Matrikin wa Khalg min al-Majahil wa Thigat Fihim Lin
(Register of Weak and Abandoned Narrators, a Number of Unknown Narrators, and
Reliable Narrators with Some Weakness), by Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (d. 748
AH). Edited by Hammad ibn Muhammad al-Ansari. Maktabat al-Nahdah al-
Hadithah, Mecca, 2nd ed., 1387 AH/1967 CE.

Dhikr Asma” Man Tukullima Fihi wa Huwa Muwaththaq (Mention of Those Criticized
Despite Being Considered Reliable), by Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH).
Edited by Muhammad Shukiir ibn Mahmad al-Haji Amrir al-Mayadini. Maktabat al—-
Manar, Zarqa, 1st ed., 1406 AH/1986 CE.

Al-Sunan al-Sughra (al-Mujtaba), by Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb al-
Nasa’l (d. 303 AH). Edited by ‘Abd al-Fattah Abii Ghuddah. Maktab al-Matbu‘at
al-Islamiyyah, Aleppo, 2nd ed., 1406 AH/1986 CE. 9 vols. (8 text volumes and 1

index volume).

Su’alat Abi ‘Ubayd al-Ajurri li-Abi Dawud al-Sijistani fi al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil (The
Questions of Abii ‘Ubayd al-Ajurri to Aba Dawiad al-Sijistant on Narrator Criticism
and Accreditation), by Aba Dawad Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Sijistani (d. 275 AH).
Edited by Muhammad ‘Al1 Qasim al-‘Umari. Deanship of Scientific Research,
Islamic University of Madinah, 1st ed., 1403 AH/1983 CE.
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Siyar A‘lam al-Nubal3’ (Biographies of the Eminent Figures), by Shams al-Din al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH). Edited by a team of scholars under the supervision of
Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at. Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 3rd ed., 1405 AH/1985 CE. 25 vols.

(23 text volumes and 2 index volumes).

Al-Du‘afa’ al-Kabir (The Major Collection of Weak Narrators), by Abu Ja‘far
Muhammad ibn ‘Amr al-‘Uqayli (d. 322 AH). Edited by ‘Abd al-Mu‘ti Amin Qal‘aj1.
Dar al-Maktabah al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1404 AH/1984 CE. 4 vols.

Al-Du‘afd> wa al-Matrikan (Weak and Abandoned Narrators), by Abu ‘Abd al-
Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb al-Nasa’1 (d. 303 AH). Edited by Mahmud Ibrahim
Zayid. Dar al-Wa'y, Aleppo, 1st ed., 1396 AH.

Al-Tabagqat al-Kubra (The Major Biographical Classes), by Muhammad ibn Sa‘d (d.
230 AH). Edited by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata’. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1410 AH/1990 CE. § vols.

Ghayat al-Nihayah f1 Tabaqgat al-Qurra’ (The Ultimate Objective in the Classes of
Qur’an Reciters), by Shams al-Din Abu al-Khayr Ibn al-Jazari (d. 833 AH).
Maktabat Ibn Taymiyyah. First published in 1351 AH under the supervision of G.

Bergstrasser. 3 vols.

Al-Kashif fi Ma‘rifat Man Lahu Riwayah f1 al-Kutub al-Sittah (The Guide to the
Narrators of the Six Canonical Hadith Collections), by Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (d.
748 AH). Edited by Muhammad ‘Awwamah and Ahmad Muhammad Namr al-
Khatib. Dar al-Qiblah for Islamic Culture & Mu’assasat ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, Jeddah,
Ist ed., 1413 AH/1992 CE.

Kamil f1 Du‘afy’ al-Rijal (The Complete Book of Weak Narrators), by Abii Ahmad
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Adi al-Jurjani (d. 365 AH). Edited by ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjud
and ‘All Muhammad Mu‘awwad, with the participation of ‘Abd al-Fattah Abi
Sunnah. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1418 AH/1997 CE.
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Al-Kawakib al-Nayyirat fi Ma‘rifat Man al-Ruwat al-Thigat (The Luminous Stars on
the Identification of Reliable Narrators), by Barakat ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Khatib (Ibn al-Kayyal) (d. 929 AH). Edited by ‘Abd al-Qayyim ‘Abd Rabb al-Nabi.
Dar al-Ma’mun, Beirut, 1st ed., 1981 CE. 2 vols.

Al-Majrihin min al-Muhaddithin wa al-Du‘afa’ wa al-Matrikin (The Discredited
Hadith Transmitters, Weak Narrators, and Abandoned Narrators), by Muhammad ibn
Hibban al-Busti (d. 354 AH). Edited by Mahmud Ibrahim Zayid. Dar al-Wa'y,
Aleppo, 1st ed., 1396 AH. 3 vols.

wa al-Muh3jirin wa al-Ansar wa #Al-Mukhtasar min Tarikh Hijrat Rasal Allah
Tabaqat al-Tabi‘in bi-lhsan wa Man Ba‘dahum wa Wafayatihim wa Ba‘d Ansabihim
wa Kunahum wa Man Yurghabu ‘an Hadithihim (Abridged History of the Migration of
, the Muh3jiran, the Ansar, the Successors, and Their #the Messenger of Allah
Successors), commonly known as Al-Tarikh al-Awsat (The Middle History), by
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH). Vols. 1-2 edited by Taysir ibn Sa‘d
Abii Humayd; Vols. 3—4 edited by Yahya ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Thumali. Maktabat al-
Rushd, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1426 AH/2005 CE. 5 vols. (Vol. 5 contains the indexes).
Mashahir ‘Ulama’ al-Amsar wa A‘lam Fuqaha’ al-Aqtar (Famous Scholars of the
Provinces and Distinguished Jurists of the Regions), by Muhammad ibn Hibban al—-
Busti (d. 354 AH). Edited, authenticated, and annotated by Marziq ‘Al1 Ibrahim. Dar
al-Wafa’ for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, al-Manstrah, 1st ed., 1411
AH/1991 CE.

Ma ‘rifat al-Thigat min Rijal Ahl al-‘llm wa al-Hadith wa min al-Du‘af3” wa Dhikr
Madhahibihim wa Akhbarihim (Knowledge of the Reliable Narrators among the
Scholars of Knowledge and Hadith, along with the Weak Narrators and Their
Doctrines and Reports), by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-‘ljif al-Kuaft (d.
261 AH). Edited by ‘Abd al-"Alim ‘Abd al-"Azim al-Bastaw1. Maktabat al-Dar,
Madinah, 1st ed., 1405 AH/1985 CE.

2625

—
| —



5\__‘\.31“_.'\‘1\ &Ll_.ubd_“ (ﬁiJ O—AJ—MZ\._L;.A

SN ¢ 3l [ 2026 L1 [ Ggpdall s gadl Aaud) [y il g aabead) aaad) [y 9 ) 9 g.'tl:\l\ alaad)
9

Ma‘rifat al-Rijal (Knowledge of the Narrators) of Imam Abu Zakariyya Yahya ibn
Ma‘in, narrated by Abi al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim ibn Muhriz.
Also includes: (1) Ibn Muhriz’s narration from ‘Alf ibn al-Madini [nos. 1554-1665];
(2) Ibn Muhriz’s narration from Abii Bakr ibn Abl Shaybah [nos. 1666—1714]; and
(3) lbn Muhriz’s narration from Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Numayr [nos. 1715-
1740]. Edited by Aba ‘Umar Muhammad ibn ‘Al al-Azhari. Al-Faruqg al-Hadithah
for Printing and Publishing, Cairo, 1st ed., 1430 AH/2009 CE.

Maghani al-Akhyar f1 Sharh Asami Rijal Ma‘ani al-Athar (The Melodies of the
Righteous: Commentary on the Names of the Narrators in Ma‘ani aI—Athér), by Badr
al-Din Mahmud ibn Ahmad al-"Ayni (d. 855 AH). Edited by Muhammad Hasan
Muhammad Hasan Isma‘il. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1427
AH/2006 CE. 3 vols.

Encyclopedia of the Statements of Imam al-Daraqutni on Hadith Narrators and Their
Hidden Defects, by a group of authors: Dr. Muhammad Mahdi al-Muslimi, Ashraf
Mansir ‘Abd al-Rahman, ‘Isam ‘Abd al-Hadi Mahmud, Ahmad ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Id,
Ayman lbrahim al-Zamili, and Mahmtd Muhammad Khalil. 1st ed., 2001 CE. ‘Alam
al-Kutub, Beirut.

Encyclopedia of the Statements of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal on Hadith Narrators and
Their Hidden Defects. Compiled and arranged by al-Sayyid Abi al-Ma‘ati al-Nuri,
Ahmad ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Id, and Mahmad Muhammad Khalil. ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1st
ed., 1417 AH/1997 CE. 4 vols.

Encyclopedia of the Statements of Yahya ibn Ma‘in on Narrator Criticism and Hadith
Defects. Compiled and edited by Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘rif, Jihad Mahmud, and
Mahmiid Muhammad Khalil. Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 1st ed., 1430 AH/2009
CE. 5 vols.

The Encyclopedia of al-Mu‘allimi al-Yamani and His Contribution to Hadith Studies,

entitled Al-Nukat al-Jiyad al-Muntakhabah min Kalam Shaykh al-Nuggad Dhahabi
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al-"Asr al-‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Yahya al-Mu‘allimi al-Yamani, by Abu
Anas lbrahim ibn Sa‘id al-Subayhi. Dar Taybah for Publishing and Distribution,
Riyadh, 1st ed., 1431 AH/2010 CE. 4 vols.

Mizan al-I‘tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal (The Balance of Moderation in the Criticism of
Narrators), by Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH). Edited by ‘All Muhammad al—-
Bijawi. Dar al-Ma'rifah for Printing and Publishing, Beirut, 1st ed., 1382 AH/1963
CE. 4 vols.
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