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Abstract Keywords 

 

The phenomenon of linguistic hybridization in the experience of the Iraqi poet Muwafaq 
Muhammad stands out as a distinct and unique stylistic attribute, where he masterfully 

blends the solemnity of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) with the spontaneity of the 
spoken dialect (Iraqi colloquial). Far from being a mere linguistic simplification, this 

contrast functions as a deliberate artistic strategy aimed at breaking stereotypes and 
shattering the conventional decorum of the Arabic poem. By doing so, he bridges the 

gap between poetry and the daily struggles and pains of ordinary people, seamlessly 
weaving paradox and sarcasm into the textual fabric. 

The poet strategically employs MSA to evoke the idealistic or the historical, only to 
shock the reader with a colloquial word that abruptly drags the text back to a bitter 

reality—a technique central to his deployment of black humor. Furthermore, Muwafaq 
Muhammad’s poetry is characterized by polyphony (multi-voicedness), transforming the 

poem into an arena of dramatic conflict wherein MSA embodies the voice of authority 
or sermonizing, while the vernacular channels the voice of the marginalized and 
oppressed human being, thereby reinforcing the text's humanistic core. The spoken 
dialect in his poetry acts as an emotional bridge, shifting the text from the realm of 
abstract thought to honest feeling intimately bound to spatial identity, taking the city of 

Hilla as a prime paradigm. 
Consequently, the study concludes that Muwafaq Muhammad has successfully 

harnessed linguistic contrast as a potent tool for political and social protest, effectively 
transforming the poem from an elitist text into a populist outcry that poignantly blends 

laughter with tears. 
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"The conclusion reveals that the aesthetics 

of linguistic contrast in the poetry of 

Muwaffaq Muhammad reflected the 

contradictions of the human and social 

reality he experienced. The use of the 

spoken dialect alongside the standard 

language gave the text a dramatic energy 

and a sharp ironical tone. This aesthetic 

dualism created a strong bridge between 

elitism and simplicity, confirming the poet's 

capacity to harness language to serve 

human issues with honesty and depth."
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