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Abstract Keywords 

 

 The esteemed scholars have pointed out the words used for 'path' and highlighted 
the differences in their meanings in their writings. Some of them mentioned them 
when discussing a linguistic matter, and others dedicated a chapter to them. They 
distinguished between the words 'ṭarīq' (path), 'sabīl' (way), 'shāriʿ' (street), and 'ṣirāṭ' 
(path of guidance), and so on. They indicated that the use of 'ṭarīq' differs from 'sabīl', 
and both differ from 'shāriʿ', and all differ from 'ṣirāṭ', and so forth. This study is entitled 
'The Semantic Gradation of the Words for Path in Quranic Usage', presenting and 
documenting these notes and indications mentioned by the scholars regarding those 
that appear in the Quran. 

I used the term (semantic gradation) in studying these words to show the semantic 

differences in their usage within the Quranic text. The results of this study varied in 
terms of gradation, from the rare use of some words for 'path' to the frequent use of 

others, and in terms of their application to good and evil, vastness and narrowness, 
straightness and crookedness, and other aspects that the dear reader will find 

throughout this research. 
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