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Religion, politics, and the propositions of ideology

and ontological reason (William Huyal) as a model
Assist prof Dr. Hussein Abbas Hussein
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Political Science

Abstract: The research adopted the intellectual ambiguity
between the authority of religion and the authority of ideology,
considering the elements of ideology and the dimensions of
ontological reason. This was explored in light of William Hull's
philosophical attempts to interpret religion within the context
of politics and social knowledge, and how the ontological
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dimension of religion contributed to political development
based on realistic approaches to power and the dialectic of the
authority of the sacred versus the authority of politics within
this vision. The research also highlighted that, for Hull, religion
Is not limited to the spiritual and ritualistic dimensions, but can
encompass the entire system of consciousness built upon the
cognitive dimension and ethical systems. This can manifest
itself in the political sphere. Ontological reason, in its
perceptions, does not differ from the prevailing mind
preoccupied with the search for and attainment of truth.
Ultimately, it enables individuals to formulate their perceptions
based on moral and spiritual values, which in itself constitutes
the emergence of ideology as a frame of reference for societal
thought and the legitimization of authority. The research also
highlighted that some philosophers, including Hull, do not
believe in an absolute separation between religion and science,
and consequently between religion and politics, given his view
of their interaction. This is a constant and ongoing approach
because he believes that politics is in perpetual need of an
ethical framework; without it, politics becomes an instrument
of domination. Similarly, religion becomes a narrative system
isolated from societal interaction if it is not supported by the
spheres of political power. This creates a balance between the
value system and the deterrent system of political authority,
which in turn establishes the foundations of justice and
freedom, and consequently, societal stability. Furthermore,
Huyall believes that ideological hypotheses are not merely
fleeting ideas but rather tools for interpreting reality and
reformulating ideology. They require critique, correction, and
acceptance of the other to avoid becoming rigid intellectual
patterns. Their role can be effective when linked to human
values. Herein lies the importance of ontological reasoning,
which attempts to reconcile the abstract empirical with the
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spiritual and religious. This, in turn, can dispel religious and
political conflicts. The research suggests that William Huyall
presented a philosophical model for addressing the relationship
between the religious and the political within a cognitive
framework that can create a balance between the two
directions, in light of what can be presented as a field that
removes isolation and entrenchment. Between the two fields .
Keywords: William Huyall, ontology, religion, politics .
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