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Desertification and its effect on the Agricultural Activity
in the Raral Areas of Fallujah \ An-nassaf District (5)

ABSTRACT

The problem of desertification is considered one of the dangerous problems that the
agriculture activity suffers from due to the combining together of human and natural
factors. This study aims to explain the reasons and factors that cause the
desertification. It is clear that the natural factors have an effective role in the
evolution of this phenomenon represented in the geological structure, surface, climate
and earth. All these factors combined with human factors like the misuse of irrigation
methods, population growth, lack of drainage systems, bad grazing and the lack and
inefficiency of drainage system, to from this phenomenon. One of the aspects of this
phenomenon is saltiness expansion. The area of saltiness expansion amounts to
10512 donems rating 90,2% of the total areas of desertified zones and 58% of the
area of study zone. Moreover, the study zone suffer from constructional expansion
which is considered the most dangerous aspects of desertification because it cannot
be reclaimed. In addition to that, this aspect directs towards the agricultural zones.
The area of constructional expansion amounts to 1145 donems rating 9,8% of the
desertified lands and 6,4% of study zone. In consequence of that, we must adopt the
necessary and ensuring methods and measures to restrict the desertification
phenomenon especially in the study zone which is considered one of the areas of the
Sedimentary Plane in lIraq; the area that is the most valuable agricultural
zone in Iraq.
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