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Summary:

With the onset of the twenty-first century, the concept of the Indo-Pacific
region has gained prominence, particularly in light of the expansion of Chinese
influence after 2012. The region’s significance has consequently increased across
political, security and economic dimensions, evolving into a global center of
economic and demographic gravity and a pivotal arena for great powers competition
over influence.  In response, India has articulated its own strategic approach
towards the Indo-Pacific with the aim of enhance its regional role and influence. It
has advanced its own vision of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific, and shifted from a
posture of observation to one of strategic action, transitioning from the "Look East
policy " to the more proactive "Act East policy ". This shift has been operationalized
through the development of flexible and robust security and economic partnerships,
deliberately avoiding rigid alliance in order to preserve strategic autonomy. To
achieve its strategic objective, India has employed a diverse set of instruments -
diplomatic, economic, and military- to enhance its regional influence and

consolidate its role as a security provider in the region.
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