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Abstract:

As the Omani history is distinguished by periods in which the ruler was
selected through councils of authority to hold supreme power in organising
the governance system. The ruler thereby became one among the people,
sharing their rights and obligations, distinguished from them by nothing
save being an elected governor entrusted with administering state affairs
and defending its boundaries.

Scholarly letters, advisories, and consultations exchanged between schol-
ars, council members, and their Imams and vice versa were abundant, revolv-
ing around the governance system and its administration, the relationship be-
tween ruler and subjects, and other matters befitting their era of rule.

This paper aims to examine one significant advisory letter concerning le-
gitimate political governance namely, the letter of Sheikh Al-Allama Sa'id bin
Ahmad Al-Khurasini Al-Omani (11th century AH), addressed to one of two
Imams: either Nasir bin Murshid Al-Ya'rubi (d. 1059 AH) or Sultan bin Sayf
Al-Ya'rubi (d. 1090 AH).

Given the emergence of linguistic studies and their modern critical meth-
odologies, the researcher engages with Pragmatics the science of language

use drawing on its most prominent conceptual framework: Speech Act The-
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ory.

The paper is structured around several axes: first, identifying the concept of
advisory counsel linguistically, terminologically, and in its political significations
within Omani heritage; second, introducing Pragmatics and its principal domain
of Speech Act Theory; third and most crucially analysing Sheikh Al-Allama Sa'id
bin Ahmad Al-Khurasini's advisory letter through Speech Act Theory; and finally,
the conclusion followed by sources and references.

Keywords: Advisory Counsel, Political Advisory, Pragmatics, Speech Act Theory
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