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Selected texts from the book "History of the Men of Andalusia" by Ibn
Shanzeer Al-Andalusi (d. 402 AH/1012 AD) (collection and study)

Assist Prof.Dr. Nofal Hamid Abdul Rahman
Faculty of Arts- University of Anbar

Gmail are.naufal122112@uoanbar.edu.ig
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Summary:

Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Shanzeer (d.402e) He
was one of the prominent figures who contributed to enriching the intellectual
movement in Andalusia during the fourth century AH. He combined narration and
knowledge, excelling in the sciences of Hadith, jurisprudence, and history.
Furthermore, his lineage from the Umayyad dynasty bestowed upon him a
distinguished social and scholarly standing. He grew up in Toledo in a vibrant
scholarly environment, rich with scholarly gatherings and circles. He received his
initial education from its scholars, then continued his studies, traveling between the
major cities of Andalusia, most notably Cordoba, before journeying to the Islamic
East. There, he studied under scholars in Egypt and the Hijaz, benefiting from their
narrations and chains of transmission. He was known for his extensive knowledge of
Hadith, his mastery of the methods of narration and performance, and his
meticulousness in recording and transmitting, to the point that he became one of the
most trusted authorities in this field. He was also characterized by piety, asceticism,
and adherence to the Prophetic Sunnah. He was renowned for his firm stance
against those who followed deviant sects and innovations. During his scholarly
journey, he forged a close friendship with Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Maymun.

They were companions in seeking knowledge and listening to scholars, united by a
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common goal and a shared passion for learning and understanding. His scholarly
career unfolded during one of the most flourishing periods of the Umayyad state in
Andalusia, particularly during the reign of Caliph al-Hakam al-Mustansir Billah,
which witnessed a widespread intellectual and cultural boom. This flourishing was
reflected in the activity of scholars and the increased production of books,
manuscripts, and scholarly travels, all of which contributed to refining Ibn Shanzir's
scholarly character and broadening his intellectual horizons. While most of his
works have been lost to time, later sources have preserved a portion of his scholarly
legacy. They have included excerpts from his book on the biographies of Andalusian
figures, as well as references to his legal abridgments and other scholarly
contributions, in addition to the scholarly program he shared with Ibn Maymun.
Biographical and biographical works have also preserved examples of his writings.
His handwriting indicates his established position among scholars, and reveals the

extent of the trust he enjoyed among scholars and narrators.



