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Abstract
This research aims to study maritime trade in the Bronze Age (3000—-1200 BC) as a key tool in building
communication networks between the ancient Near East and the West. This research examines the nature of trade
exchange and the maritime centers that represented strategic hubs during this period. Major ports such as Ugarit,
Cyprus, the Aegean Islands, and the ports of the Nile Delta played a pivotal role in facilitating the movement of
basic commodities such as copper, timber, and grain, as well as luxury goods such as gold, ivory, and precious
stones. The role of this trade was not limited to economic aspects, but extended to political and diplomatic
dimensions, as gifts exchanged between kings formed an integral part of foreign policy, as evidenced by the Tell
el-Amarna Letters and the Ugarit Archives. Through the study of archaeological documents, cuneiform texts,
and Egyptian inscriptions, it becomes clear that maritime trade was not only an economic activity but also a
channel for mutual influence between civilizations. It led to the transfer of artistic, cultural, and religious
elements, reflected in the spread of common pottery styles and motifs, as well as the adoption of certain writing
systems in distant regions. The study also reveals that control of maritime navigation routes was a tool of political

power, as major kingdoms such as Egypt, the Hittites, and Ugarit competed over ports and sea straits to ensure
their economic and military superiority. Accordingly, the research highlights the vital role of maritime trade in
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shaping East-West relations in the Bronze Age, as an influential factor in shaping the economic, political, and

cultural structures that paved the way for subsequent eras
Keywords Bronze Age - Ancient Near East - Ports - Ugarit - Cyprus - Egypt - Ancient Diplomacy
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