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The Poetic Self and the Representations of the Universe in Pre—
Islamic Poetry:
An Ontological-Mythical Reading in Light of Wahb Rumiya’s

Criticism
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Abstract

This study seeks to reinterpret pre—Islamic Arabic poetry from a modern
critical perspective that goes beyond the traditional classification of poems
into separate thematic purposes. Instead, it attempts to reveal a deeper
structural unity based on the dialectical relationship between the poetic
self and the universe. The study draws on the critical approach of Wahb
Rumiya in analyzing the structure of the pre-Islamic poem as an
existential experience reflecting the human struggle with time, mortality,
and nature. The research demonstrates that cosmic elements in pre-
Islamic poetry—such as the desert, night, rain, the she-camel, and wild
animals—do not merely serve descriptive functions; rather, they act as
expressive symbols that reflect the anxieties and aspirations of the poetic
self. The ruins symbolize the transience of time, the journey and the she—
camel represent the strength of the self in The study concludes that pre-
Islamic poetry should not be viewed merely as a descriptive record of
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