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Abstract
This research presents a critical analytical study of one of the fundamental principles of
international law: the principle of equality before the law. The research problem lies in the
widening gap between the theoretical enshrinement of this principle in the statutes of
international courts and its practical application, particularly in light of the material and
political disparities between the parties to a dispute. The study adopts a comparative
analytical approach between the bodies of public international courts (the International Court
of Justice and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea) and the bodies of
international administrative courts (the United Nations Dispute Tribunal). The research
concludes that procedural equality often remains merely "“formal® unless it is accompanied
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by practical guarantees that compensate for the limited resources of the weaker party,
whether it be a developing state or an international civil servant. The study also identifies a
number of challenges, most notably: the obstacle of international immunities, the exorbitant
costs of litigation, and the absence of mechanisms for the enforcement of judgments. In
conclusion, the research seeks to establish an international legal aid system and reduce the
scope of immunities in administrative disputes to ensure the genuine effectiveness of this
principle. Keywords: Judicial equality, international justice, International Court of Justice,
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, United Nations Dispute Tribunal, right to
litigation.

Keywords: Judicial equality, international justice, International Court of Justice, International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, United Nations Dispute Tribunal, right to litigation.
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