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Abstract

The electoral system in Pakistan
went through a crucial Y« +A after
elections, Y+ + A phase marked by the
which ended years of military rule
and restored the political process
to a more democratic path. The
Pakistani electoral system is based
on the principle of single-member
constituencies under the simple
majority (first-past-the-post) rule,
whereby members of the National
Assembly and the
assemblies are directly elected,

provincial

while reserved seats for women and
religious minorities are distributed
among parties according to their
share of votes, thus providing a form
of balanced representation. After
significant administrative ,Y++A
and legal reforms were introduced,
most notably the development of
the voter registry, the use of national
identity database records, and the
granting of broader powers to the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to supervise and organize
the electoral process. However,
these reforms faced obstacles in

implementation due to regional
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of women and minorities, the
system strengthened their presence
bodies
reserved  seats, yet

in legislative through
women’s
competitive  participation in
general constituencies remained
weak due to social, political, and
cultural barriers. Civil society and
international organizations have
recommended increasing women’s
nominations in general seats
and developing a safer electoral
environment for them. Additionally,
issues of transparency in campaign
financing and the ability to address
complaints and appealsinaswiftand
effective manner remained among
the most pressing challenges faced

.Y+ +A by successive elections after

.disparities and weak infrastructure

Despite these formal gains, the
electoral process remained subject
to widespread criticism from
both domestic and international
observers, who highlighted issues
such as the accuracy of electoral
rolls, cases of fraud or multiple
voting,inadditiontotheviolencethat
accompanied some constituencies,
particularly in the tribal areas and
Balochistan province. Doubts also
persisted regarding the role of the
military and security institutions
in influencing electoral outcomes,
which negatively affected the
confidence of segments of the
public and political parties in the
-results. Nevertheless, the post
electoral system allowed Y-«+A
for the peaceful transfer of power
among major parties such as the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
the Pakistan Muslim League —
Nawaz (PML-N), and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), which was
seen as a positive development
.compared to previous phases

With regard to the representation

Of / aa=ll. duadilyiwlg uwlbiw Slwla ¢V .



