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Researcher Professor Dr.
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University of Misan — College of Education

Abstract:

Intellectual terrorism is one of the most serious challenges confronting
contemporary societies, as it directly targets collective consciousness and individual
behavior through the control of thoughts and beliefs. This form of terrorism relies on
psychological pressure, misinformation, and the systematic exclusion of opposing
viewpoints in order to impose specific ideologies. Its tools include directed media,
educational institutions, religious and political discourse, digital platforms, and social
sanctions. Intellectual terrorism stems from several factors, including extremism,
ignorance, political and sectarian conflicts, weak cultural awareness, and the absence
of critical thinking. Its primary objectives are to dominate society, manipulate public
opinion, suppress intellectual diversity, and serve narrow ideological or political
interests. Consequently, addressing intellectual terrorism requires strengthening
critical thinking, promoting freedom of thought and expression, and developing
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educational and cultural systems capable of protecting individuals and societies from
intellectual manipulation.
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