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Abstract
Depleted uranium is defined as the byproduct of the uranium enrichment process. It
possesses radioactive activity, in addition to being composed of heavy elements with
unstable, radioactive atoms. The uranium atom is considered the heaviest atom and has a
reasonable abundance on Earth, surpassed in atomic weight only by neptunium and
plutonium, both of which are rare elements.
The importance of this research is demonstrated in its documentation of a historical era
marked by one of the most dangerous environmental and health disasters, which reshaped
the social reality and genetic impacts of the Iraqi society. This is achieved by linking the
military and political event to the demographic and health transformation in the southern
governorethes (Basra, Dhi Qar, Al-Muthanna) as a historical witness to the multi-
generational extension of war aftermaths.
As for the research problem, it manifests in monitoring and tracing the long-term
historical and environmental consequences of using depleted uranium, while attempting to
answer How did these lethal weapons contribute to causing a sharp deterioration in the
epidemiological map of the Iraqi society during the period extending from the unjust
blockade (1991) until the fall of the regime in (2003)? And what is the characterization of
the international and historical responsibility for these impacts?
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Furthermore, the research relied in its methodology on the historical-analytical method to
trace the course of military events and locate geographical pollution sites, while for
medical and environmental readings before and after 1991, as well as employing the
descriptive method to characterize these violations in accordance with the rules of
international humanitarian law.

In its structure, the research is built upon an introduction, a historical background, three
main chapters, and a conclusion. The historical background reviews the roots of the
Second Gulf War in 1991. The first chapter addresses the historical roots and technical
characteristics of utilizing depleted uranium weapons. Meanwhile, the second chapter
examines the social and health impacts of depleted uranium on the Iragi society. The third
chapter is dedicated to studying the international legal responsibility for the use of
uranium weapons in lrag, and the research concludes with a final section summarizing the
most prominent historical findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Uranium, Depleted, International Responsibility, Congenital Anomalies,
Methods of Prevention.
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