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Abstract
This study explores the concept of modernity in Arabic poetry and the radical
transformations that shifted the poem from its traditional framework to the
horizons of innovation, elucidating Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab's contributions to these
shifts. The research aims to identify the concept and characteristics of poetic
modernity, investigate the cultural, social, and political context of Al-Sayyab's life
and its impact on his creative development, and uncover the poetic foundations,
rhythmic manifestations, and musicality in his work. The significance of the study
stems from highlighting Al-Sayyab's historical role as the architect of the new
Arabic poem and exploring his modernistic traits through an analysis of his
employment of myths and symbols to articulate human suffering and existential
anxiety. The study relies on a descriptive-analytical methodology to describe the
features of modernity and analyze the rhythmic and linguistic structures within Al-
Sayyab's poetry. The findings indicate that modernity in Al-Sayyab's poetry
constituted a comprehensive philosophical and aesthetic vision, and that his
challenging life experiences refined his rebellious consciousness; he successfully
moved beyond the traditional two-hemistich system, embraced "Tafila" poetry,
and synthesized classical Arabic with the vernacular, drawing on cultural roots
and mythological motifs to explore themes of alienation, death, and socio-political
issues. The study recommends undertaking comparative research between Al-
Sayyab and other modern poets concerning the utilization of myth, alongside a
focus on interdisciplinary studies that bridge psychoanalysis and literary criticism.
Keywords Modernity — Poetic modernity — Renewal / Innovation — Poetic
origins / Foundations of poetry
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