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The Agnostic Creed in modern Societies: A Comparative Critical Study
between Modern Agnostic Thought and Ancient Sophism
Dr. Ali Hamad Ali Hamad

Sunni Endowment Office — Department of Religious Institutions
Abstract

This study examines contemporary agnosticism as a modern epistemic shift that
has begun to appear within certain Muslim societies <Rather than representing
explicit atheism, agnosticism is analyzed here as a suspension of judgment and a
reluctance to assert certainty in metaphysical matters <The research begins with
a conceptual analysis of agnosticism in its modern philosophical context, tracing
its evolution from an epistemological stance concerning the limits of human
knowledge to a distinct intellectual identity shaped within the contemporary
digital sphere «¢It then compares this perspective with traditional Islamic
theological conceptions, particularly regarding the treatment of doubt and
certainty, the nature of knowledge of the unseen, and the foundations of rational
and revelatory reasoning, The study employs a descriptive-analytical method to
explore the epistemic structure of modern agnostic thought and a comparative
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approach to identify points of convergence and divergence with classical Islamic
theology «It concludes that contemporary agnosticism in Muslim contexts
cannot be reduced to mere doctrinal denial; rather, it reflects a broader epistemic
and cultural crisis concerning the sources of certainty, the limits of reason, and
the function of revelation <Furthermore, it demonstrates that Islamic theological
heritage contains theoretical tools capable of addressing the problem of doubt,
though their effective application requires renewed engagement with
contemporary philosophical and scientific discourse, The research aims to
provide a rigorous analytical framework for understanding the phenomenon
beyond simplistic categorizations, opening avenues for constructive epistemic
dialogue on the relationship between reason and revelation in the face of modern
intellectual challenges.

Keywords: Agnosticism, Epistemic Doubt, Islamic Theology, Doctrinal
Certainty, Contemporary Thought.
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