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Nostalgia for Homelands in the Poetry of the Islamic Conquests: An
Analytical Study of Emotional and Spatial Transformations between the
Early Islamic Period and the Umayyad Era
Asst. Lect. Haider Dhayea Abbas Al-Zarfi
General Directorate of Education in Al-Muthanna - Al-Rumaytha Education
Department - Al-Ghadir Central Preparatory School for Boys
abwnwrabwnwrl12@gmail.com

Abstract:
This research examines the phenomenon of nostalgia in the poetry of the Islamic
conquests, both in the early Islamic period and the Umayyad era, as an artistic and
psychological phenomenon linked to the lives of poets and their experiences of
exile, displacement, and migration. Nostalgia emerged in Islamic poetry as a result
of the political and social transformations that accompanied the spread of Islam
and the expansion of the Islamic state, leading many poets to leave their homelands
and families. The research aims to uncover the emotional and artistic dimensions
manifested in texts expressing nostalgia, and to demonstrate the influence of
environment, place, and memories on shaping the poetic experience. The research
adopted a descriptive-analytical approach in studying poetic models, through the
analysis of artistic imagery, expressive techniques, and psychological connotations
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related to homeland, homes, and loved ones. It was found that poets expressed

nostalgia in diverse ways, such as dwelling on ruins, invoking place names,

lamenting the past, and recalling loved ones and memories. The study also

revealed that nostalgia was not limited to geographical location, but extended to

encompass past time and human relationships connected to the homeland. The

research concluded that nostalgia poetry in the early Islamic period and the

Umayyad era was a true reflection of human suffering in exile, and contributed to

highlighting the human and emotional dimensions of Arabic Islamic poetry. The

texts also revealed the poets' ability to employ poetic imagery and emotional

language to express attachment to and belonging to their homeland, making this

poetic genre one of the most prominent themes that has maintained its presence in
Arabic literature throughout the ages.

Keywords: Nostalgia for the homeland, early Islamic poetry, Umayyad poetry,

Islamic conquests.
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