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Abstract:
This research examines the root “fataha”  (z-=-<3)in the Arabic language from a
comprehensive semantic perspective, combining the historical-lexical dimension with
the applied-contextual dimension. The significance of the study lies in its presentation
of an integrated vision of how the semantics of this root evolved across the ages — an
evolution that was not arbitrary, but governed by a single central conceptual
metaphor: desirable things signifying objects concealed behind closed doors, whose
attainment leads to the opening of those doors. The study further highlights the role of
the Quranic and Prophetic contexts in enriching and consolidating these meanings.
The research adopted a descriptive-analytical-comparative methodology, tracing the
root “fataha” across the most significant Arabic lexicons — from al-‘Ayn to the
Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic — alongside a detailed analysis of its contextual
usage in the Holy Quran, the Prophetic Hadith, and contemporary applications across
various fields.
The study is divided into two chapters: the first examines the central lexical meaning
of the root and tracks its historical development, beginning with al-‘Ayn, through al-
Sihah, Lisan al-‘Arab, and Taj al-‘Arts, up to the contemporary dictionary. The
second chapter analyzes contextual usage across twelve Quranic verses and six
Prophetic hadiths, and presents a range of extended contemporary applications in five
major domains.
The study concludes that the root fataha evolved from three core meanings in the
second century AH to more than twenty meanings in the modern era, through clearly
identifiable cognitive mechanisms and tools.
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