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Muhsin Batur and his political and military role in Tlrkiye until 1999
Noora Najat Hussein
Abstract

Batur, described by the foreign press as "the most powerful man in
Turkey," held numerous positions, including company commander in
the 1st Air Regiment in Kutahya, commander of squadrons 191 and 192
at the 9th Air Base, tactics instructor at the Air War College, staff
officer at the Allied Air Forces Command in Southern Europe in Naples,
director of the Unit Training Branch in the Air Force Command
Operations Directorate, commander of the 1st Main Jet Air Base
Command Group in Eskisehir, governor and mayor of Kutahya, head of
the Supply and Logistics Department of the General Staff, member of
the Supreme Military Council (1968), commander of the Air Force
(1969-1973), and member of the National Security Council (1969-
1970). Chairman of the Board of the Air Force Enhancement
Foundation, Presidential-appointed  Republican  Senator  (1974-1980),
and Chairman of the NATO Parliamentary Group in the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey. Muhsin Batur, who influenced his era not only
through his military but also his political identities, and who was also
the father of the renowned poet Enis Batur, has passed away.
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! Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaskanligi Devlet Arsivleri Baskanlig

Cumhuriyet Arsivi (BCA)/30-11-1-0: 393-42-1/ 13.08.1973.
2 Cumbhuriyet, 26 Eylul 1999.
3(https://ataturkansiklopedisi.gov.tr/detay/1436/Mehmet-Muhsin-Batur-(1920-1999.
4https://ataturkansiklopedisi.gov.tr/detay/1436/Mehmet-Muhsin-Batur-(1920-1999)
® Sakire Cimenli, Mehmet Muhsin Batur (1920-1999), Atatiirk Arastirma Merkezi,Atatiirk
Ansiklopedis .
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® Muhsin Batur, Anilar ve Gériisler Ug donemin Perde Arkasi, Milliyet Yaymlari, Istanbul,
1985s.7-8.

" Batur, age, s.12-27.

8 Batur, age, s.12-28.

° Batur, age, s.47- 50.

10 Batur, age, s.62-66.

1 Batur, age, s.66-70.

12 “fhtilalin ilk giinlerinde “MBK” adi konusunda gazetelerde ve verilen tebliglerde
farkliliklar goriilmektedir.Ankara tebliglerinde ‘Milli Birlik Komitesi’ kullanildigi halde,
Istanbul tebliglerinde, ‘Silahli Kuvvetler Idaresi’, ‘Tiirkiye Milli Birlik Komitesi’ ifadeleri
kullanilmistir.” Bkz., Milli Birlik Komitesi Tutanaklari, Birlesim: 9, C.1, 10 Eyliil 1960,
Orhan Erkanli, Askeri Demokrasi, Giines Yay., Istanbul, 1987, ss. 74-80.

13 Miimtaz Soysal, 100 Soruda Anayasa’min Anlami, 5. Baski, Gergek Yay., Istanbul, 1979, s.
105.

14 Cumhuriyet, 27 May1s 1960.

15 Fevzi Cakmak, “27 Mayis’tan 12 Eyliil’e [zmir”, Izmir Kent Ansiklopedisi, 1. Baski, C. 11,
[zmir.

Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi Yay., [zmir, 2013, s. 373.

16 Cumhuriyet, 30 Eylul 1960; Ali Fuad Basgil, 27 Mayis Ihtilali ve Sebepleri, Celtiit
Matbaasi,Istanbul, 1966, ss. 162-167.

171924 Tarih ve 491 Sayili Teskilat: Esasiye Kanunu’nun Bazi Hiikiimlerinin Kaldirilmast
ve Bazi Hiikkiimlerinin Degistirilmesi Hakkinda Gegici Kanun”, Resmi Gazete, S.10525, 14
Haziran 1960).

18 Tekin Erer, Yassiada ve Sonrasi, Rek-Tur Kitap Yay., Istanbul, 1965, s. 566.

19 Cumhuriyet, 30 Eyliil 1960.

20 Hiirriyet, 3 Eylul 1960.

21 Batur, age, S.76-79.

22 Sevket Siireyya Aydemir, Menderes’in Drami1, Remzi Kitabevi, 2000, s.439.

23 Batur, age, s.79-81.

24 Batur, age, s.81-84.

2> Menderes Kiitahya Yolunda Yakalandi, Milliyet, 25 May1s 1960, s.1.

26 Batur, age, s.87-88.

27 Hiikiimet Kuruldu, Milliyet, 29 May1s 1960, s.1

28 Batur, age, s.87-90.

29 Hale William, Tiirkiye’de Ordu ve Siyaset 1789°dan Giiniimiize, Hil Yaym, Istanbul,
1996, s.113.

2616



