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Abstract: This study examines the political secession of Somaliland as one of the most
prominent contemporary geopolitical issues in the Horn of Africa, amid ongoing
political and strategic transformations in the region. The research aims to analyze the
geographical and historical dimensions that contributed to the emergence of this de
facto independent entity, as well as to explore its regional and international significance
and its impact on reshaping geopolitical balances.

The study adopts an analytical approach with a geopolitical perspective, focusing on
the natural determinants of Somaliland and their role in enhancing its strategic
importance, particularly its location overlooking the Gulf of Aden and its proximity to
one of the world's most vital maritime routes. It also addresses the historical roots of
the region and the trajectory of its separation from Somalia, alongside the political and
legal complexities that have resulted in a prolonged unrecognized status at the
international level.

From a forward-looking perspective, the research discusses Somaliland’s strategies in
pursuing international recognition through calculated moves that intersect with
divergent regional and global interests within a complex geopolitical environment
characterized by multiple actors and conflicting agendas. Furthermore, the study
outlines key future scenarios, ranging from the persistence of the current status quo to
partial recognition or potential structural shifts in the regional system.

Keywords: Somaliland, Political Secession, Geopolitics, Horn of Africa, International
Recognition, Regional Balance, Future Scenarios.
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