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Abstract:

Ecotourism is considered one of the main forms of
sustainable tourism due to its dual role: on one hand, it
enables the utilization of tourism, cultural, and heritage
resources, while on the other, it ensures the preservation and
long-term sustainability of the surrounding environment.
This research aims to highlight the importance of ecotourism
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and its fundamental components, as well as to identify the
main obstacles hindering its development, The study focuses
on the role of establishing natural reserves in the Kurdistan
Region as vital economic resources, emphasizing their
contribution to promoting tourism in natural areas.
Moreover, it discusses their essential role in protecting the
environment, biodiversity, and natural resources from
degradation. These reserves are of great importance for
safeguarding endangered species and serve as key pillars in
maintaining ecological systems, The research adopts a
descriptive and analytical approach in addressing the topic of
ecotourism by analyzing the challenges and problems
associated with natural reserves, identifying the barriers to
their establishment and sustainability, and reviewing the
classifications of protected areas, with reference to the local
classification system adopted in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq, The study concludes that ecotourism represents an
effective tool for achieving sustainable development, as it
contributes to the preservation of natural and cultural
resources and supports local communities by enhancing
employment and income opportunities. The study further
indicates that the success of ecotourism largely depends on
the establishment and management of natural reserves in
accordance with appropriate laws and regulations, the
provision of necessary infrastructure, and the enhancement
of environmental awareness within the community, The
research recommends formulating a comprehensive strategy
for developing ecotourism in the Kurdistan Region, which
includes improving infrastructure such as roads and
facilities,  training  specialized human  resources,
strengthening cooperation between the public and private
sectors, effectively enforcing environmental legislation, and
encouraging investment in small and medium-sized
ecotourism projects. The study also recommends conducting
a comprehensive survey to identify the potential of natural
reserves and utilize them sustainably in a way that ensures
environmental protection and promotes economic and social
development.
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