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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Factors influencing Farhangi ties with Iraq and Iran After 2003

Abdolhossein Mohammad Elaj Wareh Al-Zalemi * , Ali Reza Pirouzmand , Mostafa
Moradyan , Ahmadi Hamidi

National Defense University, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the major factors influencing international relations by analyzing the Iraqi case
as a unique model within the Middle Eastern regional environment. The research explores the interaction
between internal political, economic, and social variables and external dynamics represented by the regional
and international environment. It further assesses their impact on shaping Iraq’s foreign policy, particularly
toward neighboring states such as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran, in addition
to the role of international actors.
The study employs both the descriptive-analytical method and the case study approach to develop a deeper
understanding of the nature of Iraq’s external balancing strategies amid the multiplicity of regional and global
power centers. The findings reveal that Iraq’s international relations are shaped by a complex interplay of
internal structural factors and external geopolitical dynamics, which render its foreign policy characterized by
cautious balancing and continuous efforts to preserve national interests within an unstable environment. The
researcher argues that maintaining a policy of positive neutrality is considerably more challenging than merely
declaring neutrality, particularly within a politically turbulent domestic, regional, and international context.
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