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This study examines the dialectic of authenticity and modernity in the thought 

of Tahar Haddad through his book Our Woman in Sharia and Society, 

considering it a foundational and controversial text in modern Arab reformist 

thought. The research is based on the assumption that Haddad does not 

represent a rupture with Islamic heritage, but rather an ijtihadi attempt to reread 

it in light of the overarching objectives of Sharia and the social transformations 

of his time. The analysis shows that authenticity in Haddad’s thought is not 

limited to citing religious texts, but is embodied in a maqāṣid-based 

jurisprudential approach that emphasizes justice and the removal of harm, 

alongside a clear critique of social customs that had come to function as an 

alternative authority to religion. 

Modernity, on the other hand, appears in Haddad’s advocacy for women’s 

education, his reconsideration of issues such as marriage, divorce, and 

polygamy, and his linkage of women’s status to societal progress, without 

adopting a Westernized or imitative discourse. The study demonstrates that the 

relationship between authenticity and modernity in Haddad’s thought is neither 

confrontational nor contradictory, but rather a creative tension aimed at 

constructing a reformist discourse that transcends both rigid traditionalism and 

uncritical modernism. The controversy surrounding the book, the study 

concludes, stemmed not from a departure from Sharia, but from its challenge to 

dominant interpretations and its exposure of the sacralization of social reality, 

which secures Haddad’s enduring relevance in contemporary debates on 

religious reform and women’s issues. 
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