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Historical Thinking among Students of the Department of
History - Faculty of Education, University of Tikrit
M. Dr. Saad Habib Ghazban Hamad
University of Tikrit / Faculty of Education for Humanities /
Department of History
wagas2014@tu.edu.ig

Abstract
This study aims to investigate the effect of using digital mind maps in

developing historical thinking among students of the Department of History at the
College of Education — University of Tikrit, The study adopted the experimental
approach with a quasi—-experimental design. The sample consisted of (90) male
and female students, who were divided into two groups: an experimental group of
(46) students taught using the digital mind—mapping, and a control group of (44)
students taught using the conventional method. To achieve the study's objective,
the researcher developed a historical thinking test that included the following skills:
historical recall, historical analysis, connection of events, interpretation, and
conclusion. The validity and reliability of the instrument were verified using
appropriate statistical methods.

The results showed a statistically significant difference at the (0.05) level in favor
of the experimental group in the post-test, indicating the effectiveness of digital
mind maps in developing historical thinking among students. In addition, the
results revealed noticeable improvement among the experimental group between
the pre— and post-tests, whereas no similar improvement was observed in the
control group.

The study concluded that the use of digital mind maps effectively contributes to
developing historical thinking skills, and represents an effective tool in shifting from
traditional, rote-based instruction to active learning that fosters interaction,

reasoning, and knowledge integration. Accordingly, the researcher recommends
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adopting digital mind—-mapping strategies in teaching history and education
courses, training faculty members on their use, and directing future research to
examine their effect in other academic domains and educational levels.
Keywords: (Digital mind maps, historical thinking, university education)
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