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Abstract

This research presents a purely exegetical study of the Quranic concept of
the "spreading" of the Earth (Basat al-Ard). By conducting a comprehensive
survey of the relevant verses and analyzing their linguistic and contextual
nuances, the study examines both classical and modern interpretations to
uncover the precise theological and practical objectives behind this Quranic
description.

The primary aim of this research is to clarify the core of the ongoing debate on
this topic. It argues that terms such as spreading (bast), extending (madd),
leveling (dahw), and carpeting (farsh) were revealed in the context of Divine
grace—emphasizing how the Earth was uniquely prepared for human life and
stability—rather than as a technical statement regarding its geometric shape.
The study demonstrates that the term "spreading" refers to a direct, observable
reality: from a human perspective, the Earth appears to stretch out and expand
in every direction, whether one is at the Equator or the Poles. The research
highlights that this sensory perception of a "flat" expanse does not contradict
the Earth’s sphericity; in fact, it aligns with it perfectly, as a spherical surface of
such vast proportions inevitably appears flat within a human’s field of vision.
Ultimately, the research concludes that the Quranic expression is exceptionally
precise in its address to humanity. It bridges the gap between lived experience
and scientific fact without overextending the text’s meaning or conflicting with
established truths, all while maintaining a disciplined methodological approach
to the concept of scientific inimitability (I’jaz) in Quranic interpretation.

“ Corresponding author at Asst. Lecturer Sabbar Hamid Rashid
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