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Abstract
Praise be to God, and blessings and peace be upon the Messenger of God,
his family, his companions, and all who follow them.

Critical remarks and scholarly objections constitute an established
methodological practice among early and later Muslim scholars, including
specialists in hadith. This method based on tracing, examining, and
reviewing reports, statements, and rulings issued by scholars of all ranks
functions as a form of academic verification aimed at distinguishing what
1s sound from what i1s flawed. In hadith studies, such critiques carry
particular significance, as the Prophetic tradition is the second foundational
source of Islamic legislation after the Quran, and its authenticity depends
on rigorous scrutiny of all its pathways and tools.

Hadith critiques are not uniform; rather, they appear in multiple forms that
vary in content, purpose, methodology, precision, and scholarly
acceptance. Their levels range from strong and influential critiques that
affect the final ruling to weak and dismissed ones that cannot serve as valid
evidence. Some proponents of misguided sects have misused certain
critiques to cast doubt upon Islam and its tradition.
Therefore, highlighting the types and ranks of critiques provides students
of knowledge and others with a sound and balanced understanding,
reinforcing the necessity of disciplined scholarly inquiry, even when
evaluating statements attributed to eminent scholars a principle upheld by
scholars throughout the history of the Muslim community.
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