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Summary:

This study explores the themes of fear, horror, and chaos that dominated
Iragi society following the events of 2003 and the en try of the U.S.-led coalition
forces. The violent escalation that followed these events had a harsh impact on the
Iragi people, who suffered from its calamities for many years. In his novel
Frankenstein in Baghdad, Ahmed Saadawi sheds light on the events that shook and
terrified Iraqgi society, portraying to the world the magnitude of the pain and
suffering endured by its people.
The research reveals the theme of fear and its deep semantic significance as a
functional factor influencing the psychology of the characters and all elements of the
novel. Fear emerges as a dominant and clear relationship linked to realistic and
futuristic anxieties within the Iraqi individual. The characters appear anxious,
suffering from pain, oppression, and grief as they live through these events and
record their realities.
Fear is the persistent theme in Saadawi's narrative, as he lived through this pain and
embodied it in his work. Therefore, the study links the "theme" not only to the
subject matter but also to the deep connotations of fear and its dominant function as
a catalyst for the novel's events. This fear is intertwined with chaos, absurdity, and

alienation. The omniscient narrator remains hidden behind the events, exposing the
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truths of criminals and the corrupt by masking them behind the terrifying figure of
"Frankenstein” with its well-known references.

The author meticulously selected and employed this character to represent the
horrific gathering of body parts after explosions—Iraqi remains lost without cause
or justification. The character became a tool or a theme of fear and horror, pursuing
the corrupt before turning into the widespread chaos that prevailed in Baghdad. The
author mentions specific characters, places, and events that served as a stage for
conflict—a conflict in every terrifying and frightening sense of the word. It was a
conflict of identity and belonging, which is the most severe form of pain when a
human being is judged for their internal feelings and essence, finding themselves
terrified and psychologically exhausted. Thus, the Iraqi individual had to survive

amidst all these contradictions unfolding around them.



