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The Effectiveness of a Proposed Strategy Based on Affective
Theory in Developing Pivotal Thinking Skills among Students of
Colleges of
Education in the Course of Curricula and Textbooks

Assistant Lecturer. Rasha farhan Dhfer

General Directorate of Education in Qadisiyah

Abstract:

The present study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of a
proposed strategy based on affective theory in developing pivotal
thinking skills among second—grade intermediate female students in the
subject of Social Studies. To achieve the objectives of the study, the
researcher adopted two research approaches: the descriptive method to
construct a proposed strategy based on affective theory, and the
experimental method to identify the effectiveness of the proposed
strategy in developing pivotal thinking skills among second—grade
intermediate female students for the academic year (2025-2026)

The researcher employed a quasi—experimental design with partial
control (experimental group with a pre-test and post-test design). The
research sample consisted of (66) female students from the second
intermediate grade, distributed into two groups: (32) students in the
experimental group and (34) students in the control group. Equivalence
was established between the two groups in the following variables:
chronological age (calculated in months), previous achievement,
intelligence test (Henmon—Nelson), and pivotal thinking test.

The researcher herself taught both groups throughout the duration of the
experiment, which lasted for one full academic semester. An instrument
was developed to measure the dependent variable, represented by a
pivotal thinking test consisting of (30) items. The test’s face validity,

reliability, item difficulty levels, discrimination power, and the
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effectiveness of distractors were verified. The test was administered at
the end of the experiment after ensuring its psychometric properties.
After analyzing the data using the t-test for two independent samples,
the results revealed a statistically significant difference between the
mean scores of the two groups on the pivotal thinking test, in favor of
the experimental group.
Keywords: Strategy, Affective Theory, Pivotal Thinking.
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