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Abstract

This study aims to examine the semantic transformations of media and political terms used in the context of
the Iranian—Israeli conflict, through semantic and contextual analysis based on the perspective of modern
linguistics. It draws on concepts from critical discourse analysis, pragmatics, and the relationship between
language and ideology. The research explores how terminology is employed in constructing collective
identities and the image of the “enemy,” as well as in deconstructing political discourse, using real-world
examples from both traditional and digital media.The study adopts a textual and contextual analytical
approach and is divided into two main sections: the first is theoretical and discusses the core concepts of
media terminology, semantic shift, and its ideological functions; the second section focuses on applied
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analysis of commonly used terms such as Iran’s proxies, Iron Dome, drone, last-strike missiles, the rising

lion, the red wedding night, among others explored throughout the paper.

Findings indicate that media terminology is not neutral; rather, it is used within political and ideological

contexts to shape reality and influence public perception. Understanding its meaning requires in-depth

analysis of the media, political, and religious context in which the discourse is produced.

This study contributes to highlighting the linguistic dimension of political conflict and recommends

incorporating the analysis of media terminology into applied linguistics curricula, as well as establishing an

Arabic database for political terminology.

Keywords Semantic shift — Media discourse — Political terminology — Context analysis — Identity —

Enemy — Iranian—Israeli conflict — Discourse analysis — Pragmatics — Ideology. M
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