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FOOD OF HEMMRI Barbus luteus AND COMMON CARP

Cyprinus carpio in AL-RATHWANIA LAKE, WEST OF

BAGHDAD, IRAQ
L. M. Abbas* A.J. Al-Rudainy** T.S. Hussain*

ABSTRACT

Stomach contents were studied for Hemmri, Barbus luteus and Common

carp, Cyprinus carpio in Al-Rathwania lake in Baghdad during the period from
March 2000 to February 2001. Analyzing of 178 specimens of Hemmri and 98
specimens of Common carp showed that both fish species were Omnivorous.
Items of plant origin were dominated in Hemmri and represent 61.25% while
that of animal origin reached only 22.39%., on the otherhand Common carp gut
contents dominated by animal origin valued for small specimens (less than 25
cm), and was 38% in larger fish (more than 25 cm), while food of plant origin
reached about 32.36% and 33.26% for same fish sizes respectively.

Feeding activity and intensity for both fish species were higher during

warmer months (spring, summer and autumn). Smaller carp showed higher
feeding intensity compared with the bigger sizes.

* Ministry of Sci. and Tech.- Baghdad, Irag.
** College of Veterinary Medicine- Baghdad Univ.- Baghdad, Iraqg.
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