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Abstract :

The nuclear program of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK),
or North Korea, represents one of the most prominent challenges to the
international nuclear non-proliferation regime. This program has gradually
developed since the mid-20th century, becoming in recent decades one of the
most controversial issues in global politics, despite the secrecy surrounding

.North Korea's nuclear capabilities

The year 1948 was chosen as the starting point for this study because it was
the year the Korean Peninsula was divided into two states, marking the
establishment of the DPRK and the beginning of its nuclear armament program.
The study concludes in 1985 because it was the year North Korea signed the
Treaty on the Non—Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and received support from

.the Soviet Union for the construction of a nuclear power plant
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