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The Problem of the Binding Force of Aggregate Knowledge between the
Causality of the Ruling and Its Conditionality, and Its Impact on the
Applicability of Exculpatory Principles

Dr. Fares Fadhil Atiwi
University of Kufa - College of Basic Education

This paper examines the problem of the binding force (tanjiz) of aggregate
knowledge (al-‘ilm al-ijmali) in Islamic legal theory and its impact on
determining the practical duty of the legally responsible person. Although
aggregate knowledge establishes the existence of an actual legal obligation, it
does not specify its subject, which has led to a fundamental debate over whether
its binding effect is causal and absolute or merely conditional and open to
restriction. Using an analytical and comparative approach, the study outlines the
two main positions: the causal theory, which considers aggregate knowledge a
complete cause of bindingness and therefore excludes exculpatory principles; and
the conditional (iqtida’) theory, which views aggregate knowledge as only calling
for bindingness in principle, while allowing the application of practical principles
under certain rational limits. The paper focuses on the practical consequences of
this debate, particularly regarding the applicability of exculpatory principles and
the scope of precaution. It concludes that the conditional theory is more consistent
with usiili principles, as it balances the preservation of actual obligations with the
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functional role of practical principles in cases of uncertainty, while still
preventing definite violation of known duties.

KEY W O RD S: Aggregate knowledge, bindingness, causality, conditionality,
exculpatory principles, precaution
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