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Summary
The Abbasid state in the third century AH / ninth century AD witnessed
profound transformations at the level of the political and military structure, the

most prominent of which was the 'militarization of the caliphate’, which was
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(218-227 AH | 833-842 clearly linked to the caliphate of al-Mu'tasim Billah
. JAD
When he took power, he faced problems affecting his political legitimacy,
conflicts between Arab and loyal soldiers, and the weakness of the traditional
army, so he decided to rely on the Turkish soldiers, who bought a large number
of them and raised them on obedience and discipline, so that their loyalty would
be to his person alone, they were distinguished by their fighting skill and
discipline, and the ability to carry out orders quickly, and this superiority was
reflected in his successful campaigns, the most important of which was the
conquest of Amoriya in the year (223 AH / 837 AD), which proved the strength
and professionalism of the new army.
His military policies constituted a dangerous turning point that affected the
course of the caliphate for several decades after his death, and established a
phase of infiltration of soldiers and their interference in the affairs of government.
This research aims to study Al-Mu'tasim, his legal crisis, his motivations for
taking this path, and the measures he adopted to achieve the militarization of
the state, while providing an analysis of Al-Tabari's narrations, which are
considered one of the most important sources of the stage.
Keywords: Al-Mu'tasim Billah, Abbasid State, Militarization of the
Caliphate, Turks, Conquest of Amoriya.
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