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Spatial space
in the encyclopedic classification

By: Prof. Dr. Qais Kadhim Al-Janabi

Researcher from Iraq

Abstract

The books of the encyclopedias did not emerge strongly until the eighth
century AH. It was characteristic of all fields of knowledge. One scholar
believed that they served a certain class of enlightened princes and rulers,
as well as satisfying the desire of a class of rich intellectuals. Clear for
management men. Among the most prominent of these encyclopedias: the
book (Nahayt Al-Erb) of the Nuweiri (d. 733 AH / 1332 AD), and the
book (Masalek Al Absar) of Ibn Fadlullah al-Omari (d. 749 AH / 1348 AD)
and the book (Sobh al-A’shi) of al-Qalgashandi (828 AH / 1424 AD).

Other encyclopedic writings on urban space emerged, but they focused on
the historical aspect; they were not at the levels of the above-mentioned
works. But it absorbed in a way the works that preceded it in various fields:
countries, personalities, social aspects (customs and traditions), cultural
and economic (such as industries, trades and professions); which listed the
most important historical stages, the most prominent rulers, Tabulation
and definition. However, it can be seen as a marginal marginalization of
geography, despite the centrality of this science and its importance in
human life and its progress in surrounding the climates that influence
qualitative, non-selective cultural development. One scholar believes that
Nuweiri’s book is the broadest subject, and Al-Omari is wider in geography
and history, and the al-Qalgashandi book is written in writing, its tools and

supplies.
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