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Geographical and Environmental Analysis of the Impacts of Poaching

Crimes in Al-Muthanna Governorate
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ABSTRACT

The research aims to identify the geographical and environmental impacts of poaching crimes and the
laws governing poaching. The research relied on an integrated methodology, and the results revealed the
exacerbation of the poaching phenomenon in the governorate’s areas, which led to a significant decline in
the numbers of wild species and local fish and the extinction of some of them (such as deer, birds and local
fish), which created an imbalance in the ecological balance in these environments and affected production.
The study concluded that the continuation of poaching constituted a serious threat to environmental
sustainability in the governorate. The study recommended follow-up and activation of the environmental
monitoring role and increasing the number of environmental police in Muthanna Governorate, which only
has (6 members) of the environmental police. And involving the community in environmental awareness
programmes, which requires the launch of alternative plans to achieve a balance between environmental
conservation and environmental development in Muthanna Governorate and Iraq .

KEYWORDS: poaching, environmental crimes, ecological balance, natural habitats.
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