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Abstract
The precautionary principle is considered one of the most important pillars of international environmental law,
serving as a key foundation for managing environmental risks before actual damage occurs. This principle is
based on taking proactive measures to prevent environmental degradation, even in the absence of complete
scientific certainty.Legally, the precautionary principle has been incorporated into several international
environmental agreements, such as the 1992 Rio Declaration, which in Principle 15 emphasizes taking
precautionary actions to prevent environmental harm. It has also been adopted into the national legislation of
many countries.Practically, the principle translates into states' obligation to conduct Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIA) before implementing projects. It also requires the adoption of cleaner production
technologies and the enforcement of strict standards on polluting industries. Often, the principle is used to justify
governmental intervention in stopping projects that could cause irreversible harm.The precautionary approach
is also an effective tool in managing climate risks, enhancing the capacity to adapt to future environmental
changes. It helps reduce the economic costs associated with environmental degradation, as prevention is

generally less costly than remediation or restoration.However, the application of the principle faces several
challenges, most notably the difficulty of proving potential risks and the conflict between economic interests
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and environmental goals. There are also questions regarding its legal enforceability due to the lack of robust
international monitoring mechanisms.Despite these challenges, the precautionary principle remains central to
developing sustainable environmental policies. International organizations, such as the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP), continue to support it through research and best practices. Multilateral agreements also
aim to strengthen cooperation in information exchange and early warning systems.In conclusion, the
precautionary principle is a cornerstone of international environmental protection, and its success depends on
state commitment and the integration of environmental policies across all sectors.Keywords:Precautionary
Principle «<International Environmental Law<Environmental <mpact Assessment (EIA)<International
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