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Abstract
This study explores the origins of morpheme theory by examining its foundations in the Arabic linguistic
heritage and comparing them with its development in modern linguistics. The central research question is: To
what extent did early Arab scholars contribute to the formulation of what is known today as morpheme theory?
The study concludes that the works of the early Arab linguists—most notably al-Khalil ibn Ahmad, Sibawayh,
and Ibn Jinni—laid the first foundations for understanding the meaningful morphological unit. This was
achieved through their division of the word into root and pattern, their distinction between radical and additional
letters, and their study of morphological patterns and derivation. These concepts essentially correspond to the
modern notion of the morpheme, although expressed with different terms and methodologies.In modern
linguistics, however, the theory was developed by scholars such as Bloomfield and Sapir, becoming more
abstract and precise, where the morpheme was defined as the smallest linguistic unit that carries meaning, and

classified into free morphemes and bound morphemes.Keywords: Morpheme ,The morphological unit,
Constructions, Free morpheme and bound morpheme, Morphemics Morphological system.
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