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The Conceptual Distinction Between Disbelief, Debauchery,
and Sin in the Holy Qur’an:
An Analytical Study

Researcher:
M.M. Doaa Salam Raji

Abstract

Concepts emerge from the prevailing language, which is inherently a
social matter. Understanding concepts in any language requires
analyzing the context as well as the social and cognitive background
surrounding those concepts. This approach leads to a more precise
understanding and more appropriate interpretation. For this reason,
some scholars speak of the “conceptual field” or the “conceptual
context.” Moreover, when we use concepts within literary,
philosophical, or biological frameworks, understanding each
concept—despite apparent similarities or repetitions—requires a
“conceptual distinction.” Conceptual distinction is an important

linguistic method in modern sciences, and it necessitates
interdisciplinary knowledge that includes history, linguistics, and
cultural studies, including an understanding of Iragi society.

Conceptual distinction, as a methodological foundation and analytical

tool, is among the most common approaches in linguistic and

discourse analysis.

Methodologically, this article relies on qualitative analysis of the

content of Qur’anic exegesis, with a focus on selected authoritative

Imami interpretations. A linguistic approach based on qualitative o5,
analysis cannot be effective without grounding in the historical

development of the language; therefore, in using exegetical sources, T
we made sure to consider the historical dimensions, linguistic

analysis, and cultural context relevant to understanding the mentioned
concepts.

Keywords: Qur’an, sin, debauchery, disbelief, Qur’anic language.
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